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Urban  District  of  Esher 


Telephone : Esher  2241 


Council  Offices, 
Esher. 

June,  1962 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Urban  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1961  which  has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with  Ministry  of 
Health  Circular  No.  1/62. 

The  Minister  has  requested  that  special  mention  should  be 
made  of  the  water  supply,  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  arrange- 
ments in  the  Urban  District. 

While  the  water  supply  is  satisfactory  and  gives  no  cause  for 
concern  apart  from  occasional  minor  inadequacy  caused  by  exces- 
ive  demand,  it  is  a matter  of  some  regret  that  reference  has  to  be 
made  to  some  329  properties  which  suffer  the  hygienic  disadvantage 
of  a cesspool  or  septic  tank.  While  such  arrangements,  if  of 
adequate  capacity  and  properly  maintained  may  be  satisfactory 
for  isolated  or  small  groups  of  dwellings,  it  is  common  experience 
that  where  increasing  development  takes  place  and  housing  density 
becomes  greater,  main  drainage  is  the  only  method  of  sewage 
disposal  which  does  not  give  rise  to  nuisance  and  does  not  fall 
below  acceptable  modern  standards.  Attention  is  drawn  to  that 
part  of  the  report  of  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  dealing 
with  this  matter.  It  is  somewhat  ironic  that  in  a district  where  many 
of  the  dwellings  are  among  the  most  desirable  in  the  county  there 
are  some  which  have  most  inefficent  drainage  arrangements.  The 
provision  of  main  drainage  is  a matter  upon  which  all  interested 
parties  should  be  prepared  to  co-operate  to  the  utmost  limit  of 
possibility. 

Adequate  housing  has  for  many  years  been  accepted  as  a funda- 
mental requirement  for  a healthy  family.  This  is  a concept  upon 
which  Local  Authority  Housing  is  based  and  acceptable  standards 
of  fitness  have  risen  with  successive  legislative  measures.  Thus,  we 
are  not  now  in  this  district  dealing  with  gross  deficiencies  and  over- 
crowding (though  these  are  occasionally  encountered)  but  with 


6 


more  subtle  aspects  of  the  home  environment  as  it  affects  health. 
In  February,  1961,  a White  Paper  was  published  entitled  “Housing 
in  England  and  Wales”  and  the  proposals  then  made  were  later 
incorporated  into  the  Housing  Act  of  1961  which  is  now  in  force. 
The  White  Paper  refers  to  the  many  families  who  are  still  without 
a separate  home,  or  are  living  in  unfit  houses,  or  in  badly  cramped 
or  overcrowded  conditions,  and  goes  on  to  say  “Large  numbers  of 
older  houses,  which  could  be  made  much  more  comfortable  and 
convenient,  need  to  be  converted  or  modernised”.  For  the  first 
time  measures  for  control  of  houses  in  multi-occupation  have  been 
introduced  which,  if  they  are  effective,  should  do  much  to  alleviate 
the  unsatisfactory  conditions  which  obtain  in  large  houses  occupied 
by  more  than  one  family  where  there  has  been  no  proper  conver- 
sion and  where  there  are  inadequate  cooking  and  sanitary  facilities. 

The  Census  which  was  taken  during  1961  will  reveal  the 
size  of  the  problem  of  shared  accommodation  in  the  district. 
Reference  to  the  1951  Census  shows  that  2,657  premises  were  then 
without  a fixed  bath,  and  896  households  shared  this  amenity  with 
another  household.  Making  due  allowance  for  improvement  with 
or  without  the  assistance  of  a grant  I estimate  that  some  15%  of 
the  present  total  of  dwellings  in  this  district  are  without  a fixed 
bath.  The  present  programme  of  new  house  construction  might 
with,  great  advantage  be  supplemented  by  an  extended  programme 
of  modernisation  of  old  properties,  making  full  use  of  improvement 
grant  procedure.  Together  with  the  proposals  for  control  of  houses 
in  multi-occupation  this  would  make  a significant  contribution 
towards  the  solution  of  remaining  housing  problems.  The  spirit  of 
the  1961  legislation  is  to  provide  a higher  standard  of  housing  for 
a greater  number  of  people  and  this  can  only  result  in  an  improve- 
ment of  the  health  and  well  being  of  those  who  benefit  thereby. 

CARE  OF  THE  ELDERLY 

The  Public  Health  Nurse  made  72  visits  to  elderly  persons 
thought  likely  to  fail  and  to  be  in  need  of  care  and  attention.  In  all 
cases  it  was  found  possible  to  make  satisfactory  arrangements  with- 
out resource  to  action  under  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance 
Act. 

Voluntary  Services  for  the  care  of  the  elderly  at  home  continue 
to  develop  steadily  under  the  District  Committee  for  the  Welfare 
of  the  Aged.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  some  progress  was  made 
towards  "establishing  a voluntary  service  of  visitors  for  house- 
bound old  people.  "Such  a service  is  of  inestimable  value  to  the 
elderly  of  the  district  and  many  more  visitors  will  be  needed  to 
provide  adequate  cover  for  all  those  who  need  their  help. 

The  County  Council  introduced  its  Chiropody  Scheme  in  I960 
and  this  has  continued  to  grow  during  1961.  The  County  Council’s 
“Neighbourly  Help  Scheme”  whereby  a neighbour  may  be 
employed  to  perform  certain  household  tasks  which  are  beyond  the 
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capability  of  an  infirm  person  has  been  introduced  to  supplement 
the  Home  Help  Service.  The  initial  response  to  this  scheme  in  the 
Esher  District  was  disappointing.  It  was  considered  possible  that 
among  others  a number  of  able-bodied  persons  of  over  65  years  of 
age  would  welcome  this  opportunity  of  supplementing  their  pen- 
sions by  ten  or  fifteen  shillings  a week  by  working  in  this  scheme; 
and  at  the  same  time  rendering  a service  to  those  less  fortunate 
than  themselves. 

There  is  a definite  place  in  all  kinds  of  voluntary  service 
directed  towards  the  welfare  of  the  elderly  for  active  persons  who 
have  themselves  retired  from  full  time  employment.  By  undertaking 
this  kind  of  activity  they  develop  new  interests  which  are  of 
tremendous  benefit  to  themselves  in  retirement,  as  well  as  being  of 
inestimable  value  to  the  community  as  a whole. 

ACCIDENTS  IN  THE  HOME 

Returns  received  from  the  Ambulance  Service  notified  63 
home  accidents  which  were  sufficiently  severe  to  warrant  an 
ambulance  being  called.  An  analysis  of  these  returns  is  shown  in 
the  following  table  ; — 


Overdose  of 
drugs  or 
poisoning 

Coal  gas 
poisoning 

Burns  and 
scalds 

Falls 

Other  minor 
injuries 

Suffocation 

Children  under 

5 years  

- 

- 

2 

6 

4 

1 

5-15  years 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

Adults 

17 

3 

2 

20 

6 

- 

Nine  deaths  of  Esher  residents  are  recorded  as  being  the  result 
of  accidents  other  than  road  accidents. 

CANCER  OF  THE  LUNG 

For  the  first  time  a table  showing  the  pattern  of  deaths  from 
cancer  of  the  lung  since  1950  has  been  included  in  the  report  and  is 
given  below.  There  is  little  doubt  that  the  National  increase  in  the 
incidence  of  this  disease  is  caused  by  controllable  factors  in  the  en- 
vironment, though  the  exact  part  played  by  each  of  them  has  yet  to 
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be  accurately  defined.  Heavy  cigarette  smoking  is,  however,  un- 
questionably a significant  causal  agent,  while  atmospheric  pollution 
is  also  suspected  to  be  a contributory  factor. 


1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

« 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

Males  

10 

15 

17 

17 

26 

25 

20 

26 

20 

23 

30 

21 

Females  

4 

2 

4 

2 

2 

7 

3 

8 

5 

5 

7 

3 

Total  

14 

17 

21 

19 

28 

32 

23 

34 

25 

28 

37 

24 

Rate  per  1,000 
population 

0-3 

0-3 

0-4 

0-4 

0-5 

0-6 

0-4 

0-6 

0-4 

0-5 

0-6 

0-4 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Immunisation  against  poliomyelitis  has  now  taken  its  place  as 
a routine  for  infants  alongside  the  well-established  protective 
procedure  against  smallpox,  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and 
tetanus.  Supplies  of  Salk  vaccine  were  unfortunately  curtailed 
towards  the  end  of  the  year  and  some  injections  had  to  be  post- 
poned. Protection  against  poliomyelitis  continues  to  be  offered  to 
all  persons  between  6 months  and  40  years  of  age  and  to  certain 
others  over  this  age  at  the  discretion  of  family  doctors.  It  is  im- 
portant that  each  course  of  injections  should  be  completed  if  pro- 
tection is  to  be  effective.  Despite  continuous  efforts  to  remind  them, 
there  are  some  people  of  all  ages  who  are  inadequately  protected 
because  they  have  failed  to  have  the  number  of  doses  advised. 


One  case  of  paralytic  poliomyelitis  was  notified  during  1961; 
this  was  a child  who  was  infected  from  an  unknown  source  and 
who  made  a good  recovery  with  little  residual  handicap. 


There  was  an  extensive  epidemic  of  measles  during  the  first 
half  of  the  year  1,046  cases  being  notified.  This  gives  a notification 
rate  of  17-1  per  1.000  population,  the  second  highest  figure  since 
1951  when  the  rate  was  19-2  per  1,000  population.  There  were  no 
deaths  recorded  from  this  disease. 
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Tuberculosis. — Fourteen  new  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis 
were  notified  and  two  deaths  were  attributed  to  this  cause.  The 
death  rate  was  0-03  per  1,000  population  and  the  notification  rate 
0-23  per  1,000. 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1961 


New 

cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Other 

Respiratory 

Other 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

Under  5 ... 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— _ 

5-14 

1 



1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15-24 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- - 

25-44 

2 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- - 

45-64 

5 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

65  and  over 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- - 

Totals 

10 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Diphtheria. — During  the  year  874  children  were  immunised 
against  diphtheria  and  1,907  were  given  reinforcing  doses.  No  case 
of  the  disease  occurred  in  the  district. 

Intestinal  infections: — ^^There  was  a marked  reduction  in  the 
number  of  cases  of  sonne  dysentery  notified.  This  may  or  may  not 
be  a true  indication  of  the  prevalence  of  this  infection  since  many 
of  the  cases  are  so  mild  that  bacteriological  investigation  is  not 
considered  to  be  necessary.  Ninety-two  specimens  were  examined 
by  Public  Health  Laboratory  staff  at  the  Epsom  Laboratory,  whose 
continued  assistance  is  greatly  appreciated.  The  Laboratory 
requested  assistance,  which  was  readily  given,  in  a survey  concerned 
with  the  incidence  of  virus  infection  in  the  community.  Two  hun- 
dred and  thirteen  visits  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  collecting 
specimens  for  examination  during  the  year. 

Seven  isolated  Salmonella  infections  were  notified.  In  none 
of  these  was  it  possible  to  identify  any  particular  food  as  being 
concerned  with  the  infection,  and  the  source  was  undiscovered. 

Smallpox  vaccination: — 'Details  of  the  number  of  vaccinations 
carried  out  during  the  year  are  as  follows  — 

Number  of  primary  vaccinations  729 

Number  of  re-vaccinations  398 
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Tetanus. — ^Nine  hundred  and  twenty-six  children  were  im- 
munised during  the  year  and  nine  hundred  and  seventy  nine  re- 
ceived reinforcing  doses. 

Whooping  cough: — The  number  of  cases  notified  was  twenty 
nine.  Eight  hundred  and  twenty  one  children  were  immunised 
against  the  disease  and  eight  hundred  and  ninety  four  were  given 
reinforcing  doses. 

N on-notifiable  diseases: — ^Information  is  received  from  Head 
Teachers  of  maintained  schools  concerning  the  occurrence  of  cases 
of  infectious  disease  which  are  not  statutorily  notifiable.  This  is  a 
useful  procedure  which  is  much  appreciated.  Chickenpox  was  the 
principle  common  fever  to  occur  during  the  year  under  review. 

In  the  tables  which  follow  will  be  found  a summary  of 
statistics  relating  to  these  and  other  matters,  while  the  report  of 
the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  presents  a summary  of  the 
extensive  routine  visiting  and  sampling  which  is  carried  out  in  the 
district  by  his  staff.  Such  vigilance  continues  to  be  necessary  and 
indeed  the  routine  work  of  the  Inspectors  increases  with  each 
successive  year.  My  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Armstrong  and  all 
members  of  the  department  for  the  way  in  which  they  apply 
themselves  to  their  often  difficult  tasks. 

In  conclusion  I should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  of  the  Council  for 
their  interest  and  support  during  the  year. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

P.  WESTCOMBE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres) 

14,847 

Registrar  General's  estimate  of  resident  population 

(mid  1961) 

60,490 

Number  of  inhabited  houses — end  of  1961 — according  to 

rate 

books  

19,092 

Rateable  Value 

...  £1,342,854 

Product  of  a penny  rate  1961/1962  

£5,450 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  births  

884 

467 

417 

Legitimate 

446 

403 

Illegitimate 

21 

14 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 

—14-6 

Corrected  live  birth  rate — 14-3. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Still-births 

10 

5 

5 

Legitimate  

5 

5 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

Still-births  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births — 11-2. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total  live  and  still-births  

894 

472 

422 

Legitimate  

451 

408 

Illegitimate  

21 

14 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Infant  deaths  (under  1 year  of  age) 

19 

10 

9 

Legitimate 

9 

8 

Illegitimate  

1 

1 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  births  (total  deaths) 

. 21-5 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  births  (legitimate  deaths)  .. 

. 20-0 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  births  (illegitimate  deaths)  .. 

. 57-1 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Neo-natal  (first  four  weeks)  mortality  

13 

6 

7 

Legitimate  

5 

6 

Illegitimate  

Rate  per  1 000  live  births — 14-7. 

1 

1 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Perinatal  (under  1 week  of  age)  

9 

4 

5 

Legitimate 

3 

4 

Illegitimate  

Rate  per  1,000  live  births — 10'2. 

1 

1 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births — 3-9. 
Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)  ...  ...  Nil 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births  Nil 
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BIRTHS 

During  the  year  884  live  births  were  registered,  this  being  42  more 
than  last  year’s  total.  The  rate  per  1,000  population  was  14-3  compared 
with  the  rate  of  17-4  for  England  and  Wales.  Of  the  total  number,  35  or 
3-9%  were  illegitimate. 


DEATHS 

During  the  year  608  deaths  were  registered.  The  death  rate  was  10-6 
per  1,000  compared  with  the  rate  of  12-0  for  England  and  Wales.  The 
infant  mortality  rate  was  21-5  per  1,000  live  births  and  compares  with 
the  rate  of  21-4  for  England  and  Wales. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

M. 

1 

F. 

1 

Total 

2 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

1 

- 

1 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

3 

1 

4 

4. 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  

- 

- 

- 

5. 

Whooping  cough  ...  ...  

- 

- 

- 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections  ... 

- 

- 

- 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis  

- 

- 

- 

8. 

Measles 

— 

- 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

- 

1 

1 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

7 

-> 

9 

11. 

„ „ lung,  bronchus 

21 

3 

24 

12. 

„ „ breast 

- 

11 

11 

13. 

„ „ uterus 

- 

5 

5 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

34 

33 

67 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

- 

- 

— 

16. 

Diabetes  ...  

1 

2 

3 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

29 

49 

78 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

81 

38 

119 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

1 

8 

9 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

20 

54 

74 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

16 

19 

35 

22. 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  

- 

1 

1 

23. 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  

15 

20 

35 

24. 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  

14 

3 

17 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

7 

9 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

4 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

3 

3 

6 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

3 

2 

5 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ...  

4 

4 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

5 

4 

9 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ... 

16 

35 

51 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ...  

4 

7 

1 1 

34. 

All  other  accidents  

4 

5 

9 

35. 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  

4 

1 

5 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

Total 

296 

312 

608 

DEATHS.  -AGE  GROUPS 
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NUMBER  OF  NOTIFICATIONS  RECEIVED  YEARLY 


DURING 

Acute  encephalitis 

THE 

PAST 

1956 

1 

SIX 

1957 

1 

YEARS 

1958  1959 

1960 

1961 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

9 

4 

2 

- 

- 

1 

Acute  pneumonia 

14 

17 

9 

42 

9 

20 

Diphtheria  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Dysentery 

149 

70 

20 

rS 

19 

38 

Erysipelas 

4 

1 

8 

6 

2 

Food  poisoning 

13 

8 

- 

4 

5 

- 

Malaria 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Measles 

81 

801 

106 

940 

12 

1,046 

Meningococcal  infection  ... 

- 

- 

3 

- 

1 

- 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum  ... 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Paratyphoid  fever  ... 

1 

- 

1 

- 

2 

- 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Scarlet  fever 

41 

13 

8 

45 

15 

11 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  ... 

32 

19 

21 

20 

13 

16 

Typhoid  fever 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Whooping  cough  ... 

32 

81 

2 

17 

43 

29 

NOTIFICATIONS  RECEIVED  MONTHLY  DURING  1961 


Month 
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January 

1 1 

_ 

64 

- 

3 

4 

82 

February 

5 

- 

- 100 

- 

- 

3 

110 

March 

1 

- 

- 229 

- 

1 

- 

6 

237 

April  - 

- 

- 

1 162 

- 

1 

- 

7 

171 

May  - 

- 

- 

- 131 

4 

1 

Y 

140 

June  - 

1 

- 

- 170 

1 

- 

- 

- 

172 

July 

- 

I 

- 137 

- 

2 

- 

5 

145 

August  - 

- 

- 

1 45 

1 

1 

- 

- 

48 

September  - 

- 

- 

_ 

1 

”> 

- 

1 

6 

October 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

November  - 

- 

1 

4 

- 

1 

- 

1 

7 

December  1 

A 

- 

_ 

1 

*> 

- 

- 

8 

1 

20 

2 

2 1 .046 

1 1 

14 

Y 

29 

1.127 
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SCHOOLS 

The  number  of  children  attending  the  County  Schools  at  31st 
January,  1961  was  :■ — ■ 

PRIMARY  SCHOOLS 

No.  on  Roll 

Clay  gate  Junior  School  ...  ...  ...  ...  242 

Claygate  Infants  ...  ...  140 

Cobham  St.  Andrew's  Junior  ...  302 

Cobham  Infants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  180 

Downside  St.  Matthews  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

East  Molesey,  Junior  Boys  ...  ...  ...  ...  174 

East  Molesey,  Junior  Girls  ...  . ...  198 

East  Molesey,  The  Orchard  Infants  ...  ...  167 

Esher  C.  of  E.  Junior  ...  ...  ...  ...  184 

Esher  C.  of  E.  Infants  ...  136 

Hinchley  Wood  Primary  ...  ..  ...  ...  341 

Long  Ditton,  St.  Mary’s  ...  ...  ...  ...  219 

Long  Ditton  Infants  ...  166 

Oxshott,  Royal  Kent  Primary  ...  205 

Thames  Ditton  Junior  ...  ...  197 

Thames  Ditton  Infants  ...  121 

West  Molesey,  Rivermede  Junior  ...  ...  ...  364 

West  Molesey,  Sunnymead  Infants  ...  ...  275 


Total  ...  3,653 


SECONDARY  SCHOOLS 

Cobham,  St.  Andrew’s  ...  ...  ...  401 

Hinchley  Wood  ...  1,302 

Esher,  Wayneflete  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  481 

Molesey  Boys  295 

Molesey  Girls  ...  301 


6,433 


Total 
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DISTRICT  NURSES  AND  MIDWIVES  IN  THE 
ESHER  URBAN  DISTRICT 

DISTRICT  NURSES 


Area  Served  Name,  Address,  Telephone  No. 

CLAYGATE : 

Miss  B.  Brooker,  96,  The  Roundway,  Claygatc  (Esher  4787).^ 

Miss  K.  Brackley,  96,  The  Roundway,  Claygate  (Esher  4787). 

*Miss  H.  V.  Lloyd,  I,  Telegraph  Lane.  Claygate  (Esher  3297). 

COBHAM  : 

*Mi.ss  R.  Wright,  9,  Wyndham  Avenue,  Cobham  (Cobham  3264). 

*Miss  M.  Owen,  116c,  Anyards  Road,  Cobham  (Cobham  3110). 

ESHER  : 

Miss  M.  R.  McCarthy,  37,  Cranbrook  Drive,  Esher  (Emberbrook  4123). 

Miss  E.  S.  E.  Philipps,  “The  Cottage”,  The  Green,  Esher  (Esher  4434). 

EAST  AND  WEST  MOLESEY  ; 

Miss  M.  V.  Burke,  108,  Molesham  Way,  West  Molesey  (Molesey  2537). 

Miss  B.  Furber,  108,  Molesham  Way,  West  Molesey  (Molesey  2537). 

Miss  E.  Henbest,  22,  Queens  Road,  Thames  Ditton  (Emberbrook  5589). 

LONG  DITTON  : 

*Mrs.  Bell,  10,  Brooklands  Road,  Thames  Ditton  (Emberbrook  4631). 

OXSHOTT : 

*Miss  A.  Clement,  “Cartref”,  Danes  Hill,  Oxshott  (Oxshott  2758). 

THAMES  DITTON  AND  HINCHLEY  WOOD  : 

♦Covered  by  Surbiton  Nurses’  Home,  21  - 23.  Upper  Brighton  Road,  Surbiton. 
(Elmbridge  3027).  (Superintendent  : Miss  P.  M.  Stanley). 


ESHER  : 


MIDWIVES 


Miss  B.  Brooker  and  Miss  K.  Brackley,  96  The  Roundway,  Claygate  (Esher  4787). 


EAST  AND  WEST  MOLESEY  ; 

Miss  M.  Holdaway,  34.  Merton  Way,  West  Molesey  (Molesey  2597). 


• District  Nurse/Midwife. 
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LIST  OF  SURREY  COUNTY  COUNCIL  CLINICS  IN 
THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  ESHER 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  AND  IMMUNISATION 

North-Central  Division  of  the  County  (Divisional  Medical  Officer,  Health 
Centre,  Grange  Road,  Kingston-on-Thames.  Tel.:  Kingston  7261) 


CLAYGATE  : Village  Hall.  Church  Road  (Tel.:  Esher  2035). 

General  Medical  and  Maternity 

and  Child  Welfare  ..  Tuesdays,  1.30  p.m. 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination  . . 4th  Tuesday,  3 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  . . Tuesdays,  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 


COBHAM  : Between  Streets  (Tel.:  Cobham 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  . . 

Immunisation  and  vaccination  . . 

General  Medical 

Ante-Natal 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  . . 

EAST  MOLESEY  : The  Clinic,  St.  Mary’s 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Immunisation  and  Vaccination  . . 


3252). 

Thursdays.  1.30  p.m. 

Mondays,  2nd  and  4th,  1.30  p.m.  (Toddlers) 
4th  Thursday,  2.30  p.m.  to  4 p.m. 
Wednesdays,  1.30  p.m. 

Wednesdays,  1.30  p.m. 

Thursdays,  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Road  (Tel.:  Molesey  4220). 

Wednesdays,  1.30  p.m. 

1st  Wednesday,  2.30  p.m.  to  4 p.m. 


EAST  MOLESEY  : W.V.S.  Office,  144-150,  Walton  Road  (Tel.  Molesey  6708). 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  . . Mondays  2 p.m.  to  4.30  p.m. 

Tuesday  - Friday  10  a.m.  - 4 p.m. 

ESHER  : King  George’s  Hall,  High  Street  (Tel.:  Esher  3285). 

General  Medical  and  Maternity 

and  Child  Welfare  ..  1st  and  3rd  Thursdays,  1.30  p.m. 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination  . . 3rd  Thursday,  3 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  . . Thursdays,  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 


HINCHLEY  WOOD  : St.  Christopher’s  Hall  (not  on  telephone). 

General  Medical  and  Maternity 

and  Child  Welfare  Fridays,  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination  . . Last  Friday  in  each  month  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 


LONG  DITTON  : Parish  Hall,  Thorkhill  Road  (Tel.:  Emberbrook  4495). 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
General  Medical 
Ante-Natal 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination 
Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods 


Tuesdays,  1.30  p.m. 

Fridays,  9.30  a.m.  to  10.30  a.m. 
Fridays,  10.30  to  12  noon. 

2nd  Friday,  2.30  p.m.  to  4 p.m 
Tuesdays,  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 


OXSHOTT  : Women’s  Institute,  Steels  Lane  (not  on  telephone) 

Health  Visitors’  weighing  and 

consultation  session  . . . . 1st.  3rd,  4th  and  5th  Wednesdays, 

2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  . . 1st.  3rd,  4th  and  5th  Wednesdays. 

10  a.m.  to  12  noon. 


WEST  MOLESEY  : Hurst  Cottage,  Walton 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
General  Medical 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination  . . 
Ante-Natal 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods 


Road,  (Tel.:  Molesey  2478). 

Fridays,  1.30  p.m. 

Mondays  9.30  a.m.  to  10.45  a.m. 

2nd  Wednesday,  2.30  p.m.  to  4 p.m. 
Mondays,  10.45  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Mondays  to  Fridays  2.15  p.m.  to  4.45  p.m. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1961 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Esher.  June,  1962. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  fifth  Annual 
Report,  which  summarises  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors  during  the  year  1961. 

Increased  legislation  aimed  at  encouraging  a higher  stan- 
dard of  living,  particularly  in  relation  to  improved  housing 
conditions  and  clean  food,  together  with  the  general  growth  of  the 
district,  continues  very  greatly  to  increase  the  work  of  the  Public 
Health  Department.  The  Public  Health  Inspectors,  by  their 
constant  endeavours  in  performing  the  manifold  public  health 
duties,  have  been  of  the  greatest  possible  assistance  to  me.  Mr. 
Barker,  with  the  help  of  Mr.  Packham,  undertook  all  my  duties 
during  my  long  illness  this  year,  and  I should  like  to  extend  my 
sincere  thanks  to  these  Officers. 

As  members  of  the  Council  will  be  aware,  I shall  be  retiring  in 
August,  1962,  by  which  time  I shall  have  completed  five  years’ 
service  as  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector,  out  of  a total  of  thirty-six 
years  in  this  district.  Prior  to  the  amalgamation  of  districts  in  1933. 
I was  for  seven  years  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Housing  Manager  to 
the  Urban  District  of  East  and  West  Molesey. 

During  my  service  with  the  Council  many  changes  have  taken 
place,  particularly  in  West  Molesey,  which  in  my  early  days  was 
mainly  an  agricultural  and  dairy  farming  area.  Now  it  has  a large 
residential  population  and  a thriving  industrial  estate.  Substantial 
development  has,  in  fact,  taken  place  over  the  whole  of  the  Urban 
District,  including  the  growth  of  many  busy  shopping  centres  and 
involving  a constant  increase  in  vehicular  traffic. 

1 should  like  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation  of  the  support 
and  co-operation  1 have  always  received  from  the  Members  of  the 
Council  and  from  the  Officers  of  all  the  other  Departments,  in  par- 
ticular from  Mr.  F.  Edwards,  who  retired  as  Clerk  of  the  Council 
during  1961,  and  whose  friendship  and  invaluable  counsel  I have 
so  greatly  appreciated.  Dr.  Westcombe,  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  gave  me  constant  encouragement  during  my  illness,  and  1 
am  very  grateful  to  him  for  his  kindness  and  ready  help  at  all 
times.  I have  also  appreciated  and  enjoyed  the  friendship  of  all  the 
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members  of  the  staff  of  the  Council,  both  past  and  present,  and  I 
shall  always  retain  the  happiest  memories  of  my  long  association 
with  the  Esher  Urban  District. 

In  conclusion,  I extend  my  good  wishes  to  Mr.  F.  L.  Barker, 
my  successor  as  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector,  and  to  Mr.  C.  F. 
Packham  upon  his  appointment  as  Depty  Senior  Public  Health 
Inspector. 

I am  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  C.  ARMSTRONG 
Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT 

ANALYSIS  OF  VISITS 

Premises  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  503 

Premises  reinspected  or  works  in  progress  900 

Drains  tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Infectious  disease  (including  visits  by  P.H.  Nurse)  ...  107 

Disinfection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ’ 8 

Food  poisoning  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Food  premises  280 

Food  inspection  ...  ...  95 

Food  and  Drugs  sampling  332 

Milk  Sampling  (phosphatase)  77 

Ice  cream  49 

Water  supply  or  sampling  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Shops  Act 14 

Factories  (powered)  ...  ...  ...  70 

Factories  (non-powered)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Outworkers’  premises  3 

Sanitary  conveniences  on  building  sites ...  ...  ...  7 

Stables  and  piggeries  19 

Ponds,  ditches,  accumulations 53 

Petroleum  storage  ...  260 

Caravans  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Rats  and  mice,  etc.  (visits  by  Pests  Officer) 2,537 

Disinfestation  20 

Clean  Air  Act  65 

Noise  ...  ...  ...  54 

Pet  Animals  Act  6 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  508 

HOUSING,  DRAINAGE  AND  WATER  SUPPLY 

Set  out  below,  in  tabulated  form  are  details  of  action  taken 
following  inspection  or  complaint  in  respect  of  damp  conditions, 
unsatisfactory  drainage,  and  other  defects  in  dwelling  houses. 

The  cold  spell  which  began  at  the  close  of  the  year  illustrated 
rather  well  that  methods  in  respect  of  plumbing  and  house  drain- 
age have  not  kept  pace  with  rather  more  popular  subjects,  such  as 
heating,  ventilation,  improved  flooring  and  insulation.  Supply  pipes 
and  waste  pipes  have  all  too  easily  become  frozen-up  and  severe 
nuisances  have  resulted  when  the  thaw  set  in.  1 would  like  to  be 
able  to  report  that  this  position  will  gradually  be  put  right  in  the 
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future,  but  new  dwelling  houses  are  still  being  built  with  drain 
pipes  on  the  outside  walls,  very  vulnerable  to  attack  by  frost. 
Rainwater  pipes  too  are  very  easily  split  by  frost  action.  No  doubt 
the  capital  cost  is  the  reason  for  no  major  advancement  in  this 
field,  but  can  we  afford  all  these  repairs  which  become  necessary 
in  a hard  winter,  bringing  attendant  discomfort  ? 

The  method  of  heat-retention  in  houses  by  putting  insulating 
material  immediately  above  the  bedroom  ceiling  is  an  excellent 
idea  for  raising  the  temperature  of  the  house,  and  for  economy  in 
fuel  consumption.  Unless,  however,  the  roof  of  the  house  is  itself 
insulated,  the  roof  space  becomes  extremely  cold  and  water  pipes 
are  liable  to  damage  unless  they  are  well  lagged. 

Action  taken  in  respect  of  totally  unfit  houses  is  summarised 
under  the  section  headed  “Slum  Clearance”. 

Applications  and  certificates  given  under  the  Rent  Act,  1957, 
are  also  tabulated  below. 

The  water  supply  of  the  area  is  governed  by  two  statutory 
bodies,  and  is  excellent  in  quality  and  quantity.  Because  the  Water 
Companies  are  constantly  sampling  the  water,  both  from  chemical 
and  bacteriological  points  of  view,  routine  sampling  by  this  Depart- 
ment is  not  considered  necessary,  and  sampling  is  carried  out  only 
when  there  is  a special  reason  for  so  doing. 

All  the  dwelling  houses  in  the  district  are  supplied  by  public 
water  mains,  with  the  exception  of  21  sub-standard  properties 
served  by  a stand-pipe,  and  one  other  house  where  water  is  derived 
from  rainwater  tanks. 


STATISTICS 

No.  of  houses  built  by  the  Council  during  1961  51 

No.  of  houses  built  by  private  enterprise  during  1961  ...  ...  259 

No.  of  Council  houses  under  construction  ...  47 

No.  of  private  houses  under  construction  ...  ...  ...  ...  116 

Dwellings  provided  by  conversion  (private)  ...  ...  10 

COMPLAINTS 

The  number  received  in  respect  of  housing  matters  was  ...  ...  67 

The  number  received  in  respect  of  drainage  matters  was  ...  ...  120 

NOTICES  SERVED 

Informal  Notices  (written  and  verbal)  in  respect  of  housing  matters  54 

Informal  Notices  (written  and  verbal)  in  respect  of  drainage  matters  57 

Notice  requiring  house  to  be  rendered  fit  for  human  habitation  - 

Section  9,  Housing  Act,  1957  ...  1 


24 


Notices  of  Time  and  Place  for  consideration  of  condition  of  house  - 

Section  16,  Housing  Act,  1957  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Orders  for  demolition  of  houses  - Section  17,  Housing  Act,  1957  22 

Notices  requiring  information  as  to  ownership  of  premises  - Section 

170,  Housing  Act,  1957  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Abatement  Notices  in  respect  of  nuisances  - Section  93,  Public 

Health  Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Notice  as  to  overflowing  or  leaking  cesspool  - Sectioq  50  Public 

Health  Act,  1936  !.  ...  1 

Notice  requiring  repair  of  defective  closets  - Section  45,  Public 

Health  Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Notices  to  drain  buildings  - Section  39,  Public  Health  Act.  1936  6 

HOUSE  REPAIRS 

Ceilings  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  or  renewed  ...  10 

Doors  and  Frames  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Eavesgutters  and  rainwater  pipes  renewed  or  repaired  30 

Fireplaces  and  ranges  provided  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Floors  and  skirtings  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Floor-sub-floor  ventilation  provided,  improved  or  air-bricks  repaired  1 

Roofs  - stripped  and  re-roofed  or  repaired  19 

Room  cleansed  or  redecorated  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sinks  - new,  provided  and  fixed  ...  ...  3 

Staircase  - renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  1 

Steps  renewed  or  repaired  ...  7 

Ventilation  provided  or  improved  ...  ...  ...  1 

Walls,  external  - repaired  or  reconstructed  ...  12 

Walls  - dampness  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Walls  - internal  plaster  renewed  or  repaired 43 

Windows  - sashes  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Windows  - frames  and  cills  renewed  or  repaired  29 

Windows  - reveals  repointed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Windows  ' sash  cords  or  glazing  putty  renewed  28 

Yard  or  passage  repaired  or  resurfaced  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Supply  reinstated  or  provided  ...  ...  ■■  ...  ...  6 

Supply  pipes  and  taps  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

DRAINAGE  WORKS 

Drains  cleared  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  ••• 

Drains  rclaid  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  

Gully  kerbing  repaired  ...  ...  •••  •••  4 

Inspection  chambers  provided  or  repaired  2 
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Inspection  chambers  - covers  and  frames  renewed  or  repaired  ...  3 

Cesspool  emptied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Septic  tank  repaired  or  provided  ...  1 

Surface  water  drains  provided  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Soil  and  vent  pipes  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Fresh  air  inlet  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Waste  pipes  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Cesspools  filled  in  and  houses  connected  to  sewer 4 


WATER  CLOSETS 

Structures  rebuilt  or  repaired  ...  ...  7 

Flushing  cisterns  renewed  or  repaired 10 

Pans  renewed  ...  6 


LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS 

Abatement  Notices  served  in  respect  of  two  houses,  one  in 
East  Molesey  and  one  in  West  Molesey,  were  not  complied  with, 
and  these  cases  were  brought  before  the  Justices  at  the  Petty 
Sessional  Division  of  Kingston-upon-Thames. 

In  each  case  the  necessary  works  were  completed  before  the 
hearing,  one  summons  was  withdrawn,  and  in  the  other  case  the 
defendant  was  granted  an  absolute  discharge,  but  the  sum  of 
£5.  5s.  Od.  costs  was  awarded  to  the  Council. 


SLUM  CLEARANCE 

Housing  Acts  1936,  1949  and  1957 

During  1960  the  slum  clearance  position  was  reviewed  and  a 
programme  of  30  houses  formulated  for  the  next  five  years  1961- 
1965  inclusive.  This  was  again  reviewed  during  1961,  and  a new 
programme,  which  included  69  premises,  was  submitted  to  and 
approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  & Local  Government. 

This  new  figure  includes  three  groups  of  sub-standard  struc- 
tures which  could  not  be  dealt  with  under  existing  legislation 
applicable  to  moveable  dwellings,  or  under  the  Caravan  Sites  and 


Control  of  Development  Act,  1960. 

Action  taken  during  1961  was  as  follows: — ■ 

Houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Houses  where  demolition  orders  operative  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Premises  where  undertakings  given  not  to  use  as  dwellings  ...  ...  6 

House  where  undertaking  given  to  bring  up  to  habitable  standard 

(outside  programme)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  outstanding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 
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RENT  ACT  1957  (First  Schedule) 

Part  1 — Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

(1)  Number  of  applications  for  certificates  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates 

(3)  Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates  ...  ...  ...  2 

(u)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects  1 
(/))  in  respect  of  all  defects  ...  ...  ...  1 

(4)  Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  under 

paragraph  5 of  the  First  Schedule  ...  ...  - 1 

(5)  Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  Local  Authority  under 

proviso  to  paragraph  5 of  the  First  Schedule 

(6)  Number  of  Certificates  issued 1 

Part  2 — Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates. 

(7)  Applications  by  landlords  to  Local  Authority  for  cancel- 

lation of  certificates  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(8)  Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  certificates  ...  2 

(9)  Decisions  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in  spite  of  tenant’s 

objection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

(10)  Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority  ... 


CARAVANS 

Since  the  inception  of  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of 
Development  Act,  1960,  thirty-two  applications  for  site  licences 
have  been  received. 

Nine  Site  Licences  have  been  issued,  in  each  case  for  the 
stationing  of  a single  caravan.  Two  of  these  were  for  caravans 
which  had  existing  user  rights  under  Town  Planning  legislation, 
and  were  therefore  entitled  to  an  indeterminate  licence,  providing 
they  complied  with  the  Public  Health  requirements  on  the  site. 
Two  had  licences  expiring  on  the  date  to  which  planning  permission 
was  granted.  Five  were  granted  licences  under  the  Act,  but  in 
addition  action  was  applied  under  Sections  19  and  20  of  the  Act  to 
terminate  the  use  of  the  sites  on  24th  March,  1962. 

The  other  applications  were  rejected,  either  from  the  Town 
Planning  point  of  view,  or  because  the  structures  for  which  applica- 
tions were  made  were  not  “caravans”  as  defined  by  the  Act. 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

When  the  Urban  District  is  considered  as  a whole,  the  arrange- 
ments for  sewerage  are  reasonably  adequate.  There  are,  however, 
areas  where  the  arrangements  are  not  satisfactory.  Mention  has 
been  made  in  previous  Annual  Reports  of  a sewerage  scheme  to 
serve  houses  in  several  roads  in  Oxshott,  where  cesspools  and 
septic  tanks  are  a source  of  frequent  nuisance  and  complaint.  There 
is  another  area  in  Esher  at  present  served  by  cesspools  and  septic 
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tanks  which  give  rise  to  nuisance,  which  is,  in  my  opinion,  in  need 
of  sewering.  Nothing  was  commenced  in  these  areas  in  the  year 
under  review. 

No  new  schemes  for  sewage  disposal  are  urgently  needed,  but 
considerable  improvement  and  modernisation  was  attained  at 
Esher  Sewage  Disposal  Works  during  1961.  Work  is  still  proceed- 
ing, and  it  is  envisaged  that  these  Works  will  not  only  benefit  the 
Esher  and  Dittons  areas,  but  that  eventually  sewage  from  East  and 
West  Molesey  will  be  treated  at  Esher.  In  this  event,  the  old- 
fashioned  works  at  Molesey  would  become  redundant. 

A survey  of  the  Cobham  Sewage  Works,  now  estimated  to 
serve  a population  of  11,600,  was  completed  by  the  Engineer  & 
Surveyor  during  the  year,  and  he  expects  to  report  shortly  on  the 
necessary  remedial  measures  required  there. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ADMINISTRATION 

FOOD  SAMPLING 

During  the  year  175  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  taken 
and  submitted  for  analysis.  This  number  of  samples  was  an 
average  of  2-89  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population.  Of  the 
samples  submitted  six  were  reported  upon  adversely,  and  this 
represented  3-43  per  cent  of  the  total  number. 

Formal  Informal 


Almonds  - Buttered  ...  - 1 

Almonds  - Ground  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

Altoids  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 1 

Anadin  Tablets  ...  ...  - 1 

Aniseed  Balls  ...  - 1 

Antacid  Powder  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 1 

Aspirin  Tablets  ...  ...  - 2 

Bakewell  Tarts  - Iced  ...  ...  ...  - 1 

Bean  Sprouts  ...  ...  - 1 

Beecham’s  Powder  ...  - 1 

Beefburgers 1 - 

Biscuits  - Chocolate  ...  ...  ...  - 1 

Bitter  Lemon  Whips  - 1 

Black  Pudding  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 - 

Brandy  2 

Brandy  Snaps  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 1 

Brazil  Nuts  ...  - 1 

Bronchial  Emulsion  ...  ...  ...  - I 

Butter  7 

Butter  Assortment - 1 

Buttered  Brazils  ...  ...  - 1 

Buttered  Ginger  ..  ...  ...  ...  - 1 


28 


Formal  Informal 

Calamine  Lotion  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 1 

Cheese  Rarebit  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 1 

Cheese  - Whole  Milk  Soft  - Pasteurised  - 1 

Chicken  and  Ham  Cutlets  ...  ...  1 

Chocolate  Christmas  Novelties  - 1 

Chocolate  Eclairs  ...  ...  - 1 

Chocolate  Limes  ...  ...  - 1 

Christmas  Pudding  ...  ...  ...  - - 1 

Coffee  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 1 

Coffee  - Instant  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 2 

Cooking  Fat  ...  ...  1 

Cooking  Oil  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 1 

Cornish  Pasties  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 2 

Cream  - Danish  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 1 

Crispbread  - 1 

Crumpets  - 1 

Currants  2 

Curry  Powder  ...  ...  - 1 

Custard  Powder  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 1 

Digestive  Lozenges  ...  ...  ...  - 1 

Dripping  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Farex  ...  ...  ...  - 1 

Fish  Sticks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 - 

Flapjacks  - 1 

Fruit  Pastilles  - Mixed  ...  ...  ...  - 1 

Game  Pate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 1 

Gelatine  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 1 

Gin  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 - 

Glace  Fruits  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 1 

Ground  Nut  Oil  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 2 

Haslet  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . 1 

Herbs  - Prepared  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 1 

Ice  Lolly  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 1 

Icing  - Instant  ...  - 1 

Jam  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 2 

Lard  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Lemon  Curd  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 1 

Lemon  Juice  - Real  ...  ...  ...  - 1 

Linctus  Pastilles  ...  ...  - 1 

Liver  Salt  ...  ...  ...  . ...  - 1 

Malt  Loaf  - Fancy  Fruit  - 1 

Margarine  - containing  10%  butter  ...  2 

Marmalade  Oranges  - ready  to  use  ...  - I 

Marzipan  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  “ • 

Marzipan  - Chocolate  coated  almond  ...  - 1 

Milk  - Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  ...  L*i  2 

Milk  - T.T,  Pasteurised  I 
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Formal  Informal 


Milk  - Channel  Islands  Pasteurised  ...  1 - 

Milk  - Channel  Islands  T.T.  Pasteurised  2 - 

Milk  - Full  cream  evaporated  - 1 

Milk  - Hot 3 

Mince  - Beef  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 - 

Mincemeat  ...  ...  - 1 

Mince  Pies  - 1 

Mini-Sax  Tablets  - 1 

Mint  Sweets  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 1 

Mushrooms  with  savory  rice  ...  ...  - 1 

Mustard  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 1 

Nougat  - 1 

Olive  Oil  - Pure  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 1 

Party  Pies  ...  1 - 

Peanuts  - roasted  - 1 

Peas  - Fresh  garden  - 1 

Peel  - Finest  Mixed  Cut  ...  ...  ...  - 1 

Pepper  - Ground  White  ...  ...  ...  - 1 

Pork  Brawn  ...  ...  - 1 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat  2 - 

Puff  Pastry  Mix  - 1 

Red  Currant  Jelly - 1 

Rice  Pudding  - 1 

Rum 3 

Salami  1 

Sauce  - Chile  - 1 

Sauce  - Tartare  - 1 

Sauce  - White  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 1 

Sausages  15  - 

Sausage  Rolls  1 

Soup  - Mushroom  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 2 

Sponge  Mixture  - Chocolate  - 1 

Steak  and  Kidney  Pie  ...  3 - 

Steak  - Minced  1 - 

Steak  Pie  ...  1 - 

Steak  - Stewed  - 1 

Suet  - Shredded  Beef  - 1 

Sultanas  1 - 

Sweetener  - Liquid  ...  ...  - 1 

Sweetening  Tablets  with  Vitamins  ...  - 1 

Tea  - 1 

Toffees  - Chocolate  - 1 

Tomato  Juice  - 1 

Truffles  - 1 

Vinegar  - Malt  1 

Whisky  3 

Yeast 1 
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Details  of  the  samples  reported  upon  adversely  by  the  Public 
Analyst  :■ — ■ 

Sample  No.  Irregularity  Action  Taken 


38  (Formal)- 
Hot  Milk 


51  (Informal)- 
Flapjacks 


54  (Formal)- 
Hot  Milk 


73  (Informal)- 
White  Sauce 


93  (Informal)- 
Mixed 
Cut  Peel 


164  (Formal)- 
Pork 
Sausages 


The  sample  had  42  per  cent 
added  water  and  was  de- 
ficient in  milk  fat  and  milk 
solids  other  than  fat. 

The  sample  was  of  circular 
sponge-type  small  cakes  with 
currants  sprinkled  on  top 
and  containing  no  rolled 
oats.  The  article  bore  no 
resemblance  whatsoever 
to  flapjacks  and  was  mis- 
described. 

This  sample  was  reported 
upon  adversely  because  it 
was  deficient  in  milk  solids 
other  than  fat  to  the  extent 
of  0-12  per  cent.  This  ex- 
tremely small  deficiency  was 
thought  to  be  due  in  some 
way  to  the  method  of  heat- 
ing. The  Hortvet  freezing 
test  did  not  indicate  the 
presence  of  added  water. 

This  sample  was  not  a com- 
plete white  sauce  mix  be- 
cause milk  had  to  be  added 
to  the  contents  of  the  packet. 
The  directions  on  the  packet 
were  inadequate. 

The  Public  Analyst  was  of 
the  opinion  that  the  in- 
gredients specified  on  the 
label  as  “Sugar,  Citrus  Fruit 
Peel”  did  not  satisfy  the 
Labelling  of  Food  Order. 


The  sample  contained  meat 
including  fat  58  per  cent. 
The  Analyst  reported  that 
pork  sausages  of  ordinary 
commercial  quality  contained 
not  less  than  65  per  cent  of 
meat  including  fat. 


Legal  proceedings  were 
instituted  against  the  per- 
son who  sold  the  hot 
milk.  He  pleaded  guilty 
and  was  fined  £5.0.0d. 

After  , informal  negotia- 
tions with  the  firm  in 
question  the  articles  were 
rei-named  “Currant 
Sponge”. 


The  attention  of  the  ven- 
dor was  drawn  to  the 
report  and  a further 
sample  proved  satisfac- 
tory. 


The  manufacturers  were 
written  to  and  the  pack 
was  redesigned. 


After  some  correspond- 
ence the  suggestion  from 
the  Public  Analyst  that 
the  wording  be  altered  to 
“Sugar.  Orange  Peel. 
Lemon  Peel,  Citron  Peel 
(if  available)”  was  agreed 
to  by  the  packers. 

Letter  to  butcher,  and 
explanation  accepted.  A 
subsequent  sample  proved 
satisfactory. 


THE  LABELLING  OF  FOOD  (AMENDMENT) 
REGULATIONS,  1961 

At  present,  all  wines  have  to  state  the  fruit  basis  and  alcoholic 
content  on  the  label  except  those  obtained  by  the  fermentation  in 
the  district  of  origin  of  the  juice  of  freshly  gathered  grapes.  On 
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and  after  the  20th  March,  1962,  the  regulations  extend  the  exemp- 
tion to  alt  wines  obtained  by  the  fermentation  of  the  juice  of 
grapes,  which  wines  have  not  been  subject  to  any  process  so  as  to 
alter  their  character. 

FOOD  INSPECTION 

The  following  is  a list  of  diseased  or  otherwise  unsound  meat 
and  other  foods  which  were  inspected  and  surrendered  from  food 


shops  in  the  district  and  destroyed  as  being  unfit  for  human  con- 


sumption  :■ — 

lbs. 

lbs. 

Bacon 

15 

Hearts  (Lambs) 

15 

Beef 

534 

Lamb 

93 

Chicken 

30 

Lentils  

36 

Confectionery 

5 

Liver  (Lambs) 

51 

Cooked  Meat 

3 

Pork 

00 

Egg  - Whole 

..  (one  tin)  40 

Preserves 

8 

Egg  - White 

..  (one  tin)  40 

Sausages 

14 

Fish 

99 

Turkeys  (4) 

821 

Total 

10  cwts  24  lbs. 

Biscuits 

63  pkts. 

Salt  

4 pkts. 

Cake  Mixture 

3 pkts. 

Soup  

14  tins 

Confectionery 

73  pkts. 

Stewed  Steak  ... 

6 tins 

Fish  

7 tins 

Tongues 

2 tins 

Fruit  

81  tins 

Tomatoes 

5 tins 

Luncheon  Meat 

8 tins 

Vegetables  

23  tins 

Milk  

9tins 

Wheatflakes  ... 

1 pkt. 

Pudding  Mixture 

5 pkts. 

LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS 

Thirty-three  articles  of  food  or  drink  complained  about  by 
members  of  the  public  were  examined  by  the  Inspectors  or  sent 
for  analysis. 

In  respect  of  the  following  articles  legal  proceedings  resulted  : 

Milk  — The  bottle  containing  milk  was  found  also  to  contain 
mould  growths.  The  defendants  pleaded  guilty  to  the  charge  that 
the  milk  was  not  of  the  quality  demanded.  A fine  of  £10.0. Od.  was 
imposed  and  the  Council  awarded  £8.8.0d.  costs. 

Bread  — The  loaf  of  bread  contained  in  its  substance  a 
cockroach.  The  defendant  pleaded  guilty  and  was  fined  £15.0.0d., 
the  Council  being  awarded  £5.5.0d.  costs. 

Danish  Pastry  Cake  — The  pastry  cake  contained  a piece  of 
wire.  The  defendant  pleaded  guilty  and  was  fined  £5.0.0d. 
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FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS 

Unfortunately,  due  to  staff  shortage,  less  attention  was  able 
to  be  given  to  routine  inspection  of  food  premises  during  the 
year  under  review. 

Twenty-nine  notifications  were  sent  to  owners  of  businesses 
about  contraventions  of  the  Regulations. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS  1949-1960 

Number  of  Milk  Distributors  registered  in  the  area  ...  4 

Number  of  premises  registered  as  Dairies  (not  being 
Dairy  Farms)  4 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1960,  amended 
the  law  in  relation  to  the  issue  of  dealers’  licences. 

A dealer’s  pre-packed  milk  licence  was  introduced  to  permit 
the  sale  of  all  three  kinds  of  specially  designated  milk,  where  the 
milk  is  obtained  by  the  dealer  in  the  container  in  which  it  is  to  be 
supplied  to  the  consumer. 

The  period  for  which  a dealer’s  licence  is  granted  was  ex- 
tended from  one  year  to  five  years. 

Dealers’  licences  permit  sales  of  milk  outside  as  well  as  inside 
the  area  of  the  licensing  authority,  and  supplementary  licences  have 
been  discontinued. 

The  following  dealers’  licences  were  issued  in  1961  to  expire 
on  31st  December,  1966' — 

Licences  to  use  the  designations  “Sterilised”, 

“Pasteurised”  and  “Tuberculin  Tested” 17 

Licences  to  use  the  designation  “Pasteurised”  ...  ...  3 
Licences  to  use  the  designation  “Tuberculin  Tested”  ...  2 


Licence  to  use  the 
“Pasteurised” 

designations 

“Sterilised” 

and 

Licence  to  use  the 

designations 

“Pasteurised” 

and 

“Tuberculin  Tested” 

Total 

The  number  of  milk  samples  taken  and  submitted  for  the 
Phosphates  and  Methylene  Blue  tests,  to  check  on  the  efficiency  of 
pasteurisation,  was  64.  Of  these  samples  two  failed  to  pass  the 
Methylene  Blue  test. 

The  number  of  samples  of  sterilised  milk  sent  for  the  turbidity 
test  was  8,  and  these  were  satisfactory. 
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ICE  CREAM 

During  the  year  47  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  (Methylene  Blue  Test).  The  results  were  as  follows  ; — 


Provisional 

No.  of 

Rate  % of  the 
total  number  of 

grade 

samples 

samples  taken. 

1 

38 

80-85 

2 

4 

8-51 

3 

3 

6-38 

4 

2 

4-25 

It  should  be  pointed  out  that  the  majority  of  samples  taken 
are  obtained  from  premises  which  have  ice  cream  supplied  in  bulk, 
and  where  it  is  served  to  customers  by  means  of  a scoop.  There 
is  a greater  chance  that  bacterial  contamination  of  ice-cream  can 
take  place  when  it  is  not  sold  in  a pre-packed  condition,  and  the 
sterilisation  of  the  server  rinse  water  is  a matter  which  is  given 
attention  where  bulk  ice-cream  is  sold.  Low  grade  samples  were 
found  to  be  due  to  contaminated  servers,  and  each  case  was  taken 
up  with  the  vendor  concerned. 

LICENSING  OF  SLAUGHTERMEN 

Whilst  no  slaughtermen  are  employed  in  this  area,  there  were 
five  on  the  Register  who  received  licences  for  the  year. 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 

Section  3 requires  that  new  furnaces,  etc.,  shall  be,  so  far  as 
practicable,  smokeless.  No  person  may  install  a boiler  or  furnace 
with  a heating  capacity  above  fifty-five  thousand  B.Th.U’s  per  hour 
unless  notice  of  the  proposal  to  install  it  has  been  given  to  the  local 
authority. 

Since  the  appointed  day  for  Section  3 of  the  Act,  44  notifica- 
tions have  been  received;  of  these  5 submitted  plans  for  prior 
approval  of  proposed  installations. 

Section  10  requires  that  the  local  authority  shall  reject  building 
byelaw  plans  of  buildings  (other  than  those  of  residences,  shops 
or  offices)  unless  they  are  satisfied  that  the  height  of  any  chimney 
shown  on  the  plans  will  be  sufficient  to  prevent,  so  far  as  practicable 
any  smoke,  grit,  dust  or  gases  from  becoming  prejudicial  to 
health  or  a nuisance. 

Heights  of  chimneys  have  been  agreed  in  respect  of  23  plans 
submitted  since  1958. 

The  Clean  Air  Act  forms  an  important  part  of  the  public 
health  code. 
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The  Minister  has  not  designated  this  district  as  being  a “black 
area”  but  I believe  more  people  are  becoming  aware  of  the  gross 
pollution  caused  by  domestic  fires  burning  non-smokeless  fuels,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  by  voluntary  effort  the  atmosphere  will  become 
cleaner. 

The  Council  is  a member  of  the  National  Society  for  Clean 
Air,  and  sent  representatives  to  their  conference  this  year.  From 
the  proceedings  the  fact  emerged  that  industry  was  moving  more 
swiftly  towards  cleaner  air  than  this  country’s  residential  areas, 
and  whereas  the  responsibility  for  pollution  was  until  recently 
approximately  equally  shared  between  them,  now  dwelling  houses 
contribute  a higher  percentage  towards  the  total  pollution. 

Smoke  reduction,  fuel  efficiency  and  lower  costs  go  hand  in 
hand,  and  these  facts  no  doubt  have  influenced  modern  industry. 
These  same  reasons  must,  I feel,  eventually  cause  the  disappearance 
of  the  traditional  open  fire,  burning  bituminous  coal,  which  is 
smokey,  inefficient  and  therefore  costly. 

A decision  to  join  the  national  scheme,  organised  by  the 
Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research,  for  the  measure- 
ment of  air  pollution,  was  made  during  the  year,  the  object  being 
to  measure  accurately  the  amounts  of  sulphur-dioxide  and  sus- 
pended matter  (smoke)  in  the  air.  Comparisons  of  areas  may  then 
be  made.  It  is  hoped  to  start  taking  measurements  within  this 
Urban  District  sometime  in  1962. 

Many  people  have  expressed  interest  in  the  nuisance  caused 
by  smoke  from  diesel  propelled  road  vehicles.  From  1st  January, 
1962,  the  Motor  Vehicles  (Construction  and  Use)  (Amendment) 
Regulations,  1961,  come  into  force.  These  aim  to  reduce  diesel 
vehicle  smoke  by  controlling  the  use  of  the  excess  fuel  device. 

The  device  is  fitted  to  diesel  engines  for  injecting  extra  fuel, 
which  assists  in  starting  from  cold,  but  it  has  often  been  used  by 
drivers  to  gain  extra  power,  especially  when  ascending  hills  or 
overtaking  other  vehicles.  Use  in  this  manner  produces  dense  black 
smoke. 

The  new  Regulations  will  make  it  an  offence  for  the  device 
to  be  kept  in  operation  once  the  engine  has  started  or  to  be  used 
while  the  vehicle  is  in  motion.  From  the  1st  January,  1962.  also, 
on  all  new  vehicles,  the  control  for  operating  the  device  must  be 
placed  where  it  cannot  be  operated  by  the  driver  while  the  vehicle 
is  in  motion,  unless  it  is  automatically  shut  off  when  the  engine  is 
running.  Existing  vehicles  will  have  to  be  adapted  to  meet  this 
requirement  by  1st  July.  1962. 

The  Police  are  the  authority  for  the  enforcement  of  the 
Regulations. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS  1937  to  1959 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  : Part  I. 


Number 

Number  of 

PREMISES 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

47 

5 

(ii)  Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

263 

70 

5 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 

workers’ premises) 

7 

1 

Total  ... 

340 

82 

6 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found  : 


PARTICULARS 

Number  of  cases 
were 

in  which  defects 
found 

No.  of 
cases  in 

Referred 

wliich 

prosecut  ons 
were  instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

to  H.M. 
Inspector 

by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  Tempera- 
ture (S.3)  

_ 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4)  

_ 



— 

— 

_ 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6)  

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences 
(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient... 

2 

3 

1 

(h)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

7 

7 

_ 

5 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

2 

2 

- 

2 

- 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork)  

2 

2 

Total  ... 

13 

14 

- 

8 

- 
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There  is  a nil  return  under  Part  VIII  of  the  Act  (Sections  110 
and  111),  which  deals  with  outwork. 


NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  1960 

During  the  summer  of  1961  numerous  complaints  were 
received  about  nuisance  from  noise,  especially  at  night  and  in  the 
early  hours  of  the  morning.  The  noise  originated  from  a factory 
in  West  Molesey,  where  large  metal  containers  were  being 
manufactured. 

The  complaints  concerned  noise  from  a fork  lift  truck,  of  slag 
being  hammered  off  metal  after  welding  operations,  and  the  moving 
and  dropping  of  large  metal  objects. 

Numerous  visits  were  made  to  the  area  during  the  hours  of 
darkness  — residents  who  complained  were  interviewed,  as  were 
members  of  the  firm. 

Suggestions  were  made  to  the  Management  and  informal 
action  resulted  in  a reduction  in  the  noise  produced.  Remedial 
measures  consisted  of  the  cessation  of  the  use  of  the  fork  lift  truck 
at  night,  and  confining  certain  noisy  operations  to  an  insulated 
shed.  The  night  shift,  which  originally  was  from  8 p.m.  to  8 a.m., 
was  altered  to  commence  at  6.30  p.m.  and  finish  at  3.30  a.m. 

This  matter  was  still  under  review  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

The  number  of  complaints  continued  very  much  as  in  the 
previous  year,  and  the  majority  of  the  infestations  were  of  a minor 
nature.  It  would  appear  that  one  of  the  main  contributory  causes 
of  pest  infestation  in  the  built-up  areas  is  the  feeding  of  wild  birds, 
an  interesting  and  humane  thing  in  itself,  but  an  excellent  source 
of  food  for  rodents. 

In  co-operation  with  Ministry  of  Agriculture  officials  several 
fox  drives  were  carried  out  on  the  commons,  which  resulted  in  the 
shooting  of  seven  foxes.  Twelve  litters  of  fox  cubs  were  gassed 
by  the  Pests  Officer. 

Rabbits  were  again  affected  by  myxomatosis  in  the  early 
summer,  but  the  number  left  unaffected  seems  to  be  higher  with 
each  epidemic. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 
Report  for  12  months  ended  31st  December,  1961 
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(5) 

Agricultural 

n 

22 

40 

12 

1 1 

00 

00 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 

TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

(4) 

Total  of  Cols. 
(1).  (2)&(3) 

21,791 

956 

104 

a\ 

rs 

787 

ISr 

875 

1,177 

1 1 

1 

1 

(N 

m 

Non-Agrjcultural  | 

(3) 

All  other 
(inc.  Business 
Premises) 

2,805 

Tf  1 

1 

662 

47 

1- 

65 

250 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 

(2) 

Dwelling 
Houses 
(inc.  Council 
Houses) 

18,915 

901 

80 

1,486 

740 

70 

810 

927 

1 1 

1 

<N 

(1) 

Local 

Authority 

r' 

1 1 1 

sss 

349 

i*  U- 

0 0 

•S'.E 

SS 

1 1 

V. 

eo 

0^ 

...  — Major 

- Minor 

1 

1 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 

I.  Total  number  of  properties  in  Local  Authority’s 
District 

11.  Number  of  prcperties  inspected  as  a result  of  (a) 
notification,  (b)  survey  under  the  Act,  (c)  other- 
wise, e.g.,  when  visited  primarily  for  some  other 
purpose 

HI.  Total  inspections  carried  out  including  re-inspec- 
tions (to  be  completed  only  if  figures  are  readily 
available) 

IV.  Number  of  properties  inspected  (in  Section  II) 
which  were  fcund  to  be  infested  by  : (a)  Rats. 

(b)  Mice 

V.  Number  of  infested  properties  (in  Section  IV) 
treated  by  the  Local  Authority 

VI.  Total  treatments  carried  out,  including  re-treat- 
ment  (to  be  completed  only  if  figures  are  readily 
available) 

VII.  Number  of  notices  served  under  Section  IV  : — 

(a)  Treatment 

(b)  Structural  Work  (i.e.  Proofing) 

VIII.  Number  of  cases  in  which  default  action  was  taken 
by  Lccal  Authority  following  issue  of  a notice 
under  Section  IV  of  the  Act 

IX.  Legal  proceedings 

X.  Number  of  “Block”  control  schemes  carried  out 
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PETROLEUM  (CONSOLIDATION)  ACT,  1928 

In  1961,  87  premises  within  the  Urban  District  were  licensed 
to  store  (at  any  one  time)  170,286  gallons  of  Petroleum  Spirit  and 
Petroleum  Mixtures.  Three  licences  were  issued  for  the  storage  of 
22  cwt.  of  Carbide  of  Calcium. 

During  the  year  21  tanks  were  tested  in  accordance  with  the 
Home  Office  Code  and  3 were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  These 
tanks  were  among  those  which  have  been  installed  for  more  than 
30  years;  such  tanks  are  due  for  testing  every  two  years. 

A serious  problem  concerning  fumes  in  drains  and  sewers 
was  dealt  with  in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  It  became  necessary 
to  apply  pressure  tests  to  the  underground  tanks  at  two  filling 
stations.  Five  defective  tanks  were  discovered,  together  with  some 
defective  pipe-lines,  and  these  tanks  were  put  out  of  use  and 
made  safe. 

I should  like  to  acknowledge  the  assistance  given  to  the 
Department  by  Shell  Mex  & B.P.  Ltd.  in  obtaining  analysis  of 
fumes  in  connection  with  this  problem. 


GENERAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH  MATTERS 

COMPLAINTS 

The  number  received  during  the  year  was  ...  ...  94 

NOTICES  SERVED 

Informal  Notices  D 

GENERAL  NUISANCES  ABATED 

Accumulations  removed  ...  D 

Premises  from  which  animals  removed  ...  1 

Premises  disinfested  18 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  •••  •••  8 

DISINFECTION 

Following  cases  of  infectious  disease,  disinfection  was  carried 
out  in  respect  of  rooms  or  bedding  at  9 premises. 

SPRAYING  OF  PONDS  AND  DITCHES 

The  routine  spraying  of  stagnant  water  with  oil  for  the  control 
of  mosquitoes  was  carried  out  as  usual. 
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SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

The  visits  made  in  connection  with  this  Act  chiefly  concerned 
Sunday  trading  or  half-day  closing.  All  enquiries  and  complaints 
about  these  matters  were  investigated  and  received  attention. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

Three  applications  were  received  and  licences  were  granted 
for  the  year  1961. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  are  none  registered  within  the  Urban  District. 

RAINFALL 

Table  showing  rainfall  in  the  district  during  1961  taken  at 
Esher  Sewage  Disposal  Works  : 


January 

2-49  ins. 

August  . . . 

2-74  ins. 

February 

2-10  „ 

September 

2-33  „ 

March  ... 

0-13  „ 

October 

2-27  „ 

April 

2-14  „ 

November 

2-40  „ 

May 

1-14 

December 

2-99  ,. 

June 

1-19  „ 

July  ... 

1-36  „ 

Total  23-28  ins. 

Compared  with  the  figures  for  the  previous  year  this  is  a 
decrease  of  6-98  inches. 

The  average  yearly  rainfall  for  the  past  five  years  was  24-50 
inches. 


Printed  by 

Raynes  Park  Press  Ltd 
Lambton  Road. 
London,  S.W.20 
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